It is our pleasure to introduce Volume 1, Number 2 of Crisolenguas, a regular issue of our journal. This second number of Volume 1 completes the first one and forms with it a Volume well representative of foreign language teaching in the Department of Foreign Languages at the University of Puerto Rico. As number 1 included articles on German, Italian, Franco-Canadian literature, and the work of a translator this number features articles on Brazilian and French literature. We are also presenting an article on perceptual learning style preferences (visual, auditory and tactile). This complements the discussion on second language writing in Number 1. Finally, the interview with an Algerian born author gives another aspect of francophony to which our readers have been previously introduced in the interview with a storyteller from Marocco.

Abstracts

Rosa y Rosinha: Dos Etapas en la evolución ideológica y personal

de la disidencia en Patrícia Galvão

Este artículo analiza la naturaleza nomádica y disidente entre la persona y el personaje de Patrícia Galvão. Esta relación entre la vida de la autora y los personajes principales de sus dos únicas novelas: Parque industrial y A famosa revista muestran la evolución ideológica y personal de la escritora paulista. Los personajes de Rosinha y Rosa toman forma bajo el modelo de la luchadora polaca Rosa de Luxemburgo en dos momentos de la disidencia de Galvão como artista, modernista, feminista, madre y mujer.
This article analyzes Patrícia Galvão’s nomadic and dissident nature between Patrícia Galvão’s persona and her fictional characters. This relationship between the life of Galvão and her characters in her novels: Parque industrial and A famosa demonstrates the ideological and personal evolution of the Brazilian writer. The characters of Rosinha and Rosa are shaped based on the model of the Polish revolutionary Rosa de Luxemburgo in two moments of Galvão’s personal dissidence as an artist, modernist, feminist, mother and woman.

Coming out Fighting: The Warrior Girls of Monique Wittig’s L’Opoponax

This article explores the author’s radical construction of social and sexual identity of young girl protagonists in the author’s first novel. As Wittig infuses the girls’ upbringing with tutelage in violence instead of rehearsals of subservience and deferral to male authority, her characters actively learn to resist male primacy in childhood, thereby destabilizing traditional gender paradigms and establishing a foundation for a progressive and permanent banishment of hegemonic sexism and homophobia. 

A Study of Perceptual Learning Styles and 

Achievement in a University-level Foreign Language Course

It is now both an accepted and well-documented fact that people learn, or perhaps more accurately put, prefer to learn, in different ways. The manner in which we learn best is called our learning style. Learning styles are considered to be a factor in academic achievement. This exploratory study examined the perceptual learning style preferences (visual, auditory and tactile) of eighty-two university students learning basic French. Results show that while the majority of students are visual learners, many use more than one learning style. No significant differences were found between types of learner (visual, auditory and tactile) and achievement in a French foreign language course.

Sex and Politics in Albert Camus’s La femme adultère

It is often thought that Albert Camus neglected to treat the subject of Algeria in his literary works. However, some critics have noticed that not only do many of Camus’s novels and stories take place in Algeria, but they reflect his political orientation as well. Accordingly, Camus’s political opinions regarding Algeria, as seen through La femme adultère, are the focus of this article.

Interview with Nabile Farès

Nabile Farès was born in Algeria in 1940 and now lives in Paris. He is a writer and psychoanalyst. In his work he discusses such questions as exile, identity, language, and the future of Algeria. Peter Thompson began the interview on December 17, 2007 at Farès’s home in Paris. It was later completed by e-mail. 

We want to take the opportunity of this new publication to announce the International Colloquium “Nouveautés dans l’enseignement du F.L.E. dans les Caraïbes” that will take place February 4-6, 2009 on the campus of the University of Puerto Rico in Río Piedras. The colloquium is sponsored by the Department of Foreign Languages of the University of Puerto Rico in Río Piedras and l’Alliance Française of Puerto Rico.

Crisolenguas is the e-journal of the Department of Foreign Languages at the University of Puerto, Río Piedras campus. Our goal is to publish articles that address topics in the languages, literatures and cultures that we teach in the department: French, Italian, German, Portuguese, Latin and classic Greek. 

We want to thank our contributors, reviewers, and readers for making 2008 a very successful year for the beginnings of our journal. We are looking forward to receiving a greater number of submissions in 2009 that would be even more representative of our mission to promote the teaching of foreign languages in the Caribbean and in the world.

Sincerely,

Françoise Ghillebaert

Editor

